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Bringing social theory and philosophy to bear on popular movies, novels, myths, and fairy tales, The Gift
and its Paradoxes explores the ambiguity of the gift: it is at once both arelation and a thing, alienable and
inalienable, present and poison. Challenging the nature of giving as reciprocal, the book engages critically
with the work of Mauss and devel ops a new theory of the gift according to which the gift cannot be reduced
to amodel of exchange, but must instead entail aloss or sacrifice. Ultimately, the gift is examined in the
book as the impossible occurrence of gratuitous giving. In addition to exploring the conditions of possibility
and impossibility of the gift, the book draws on the thought of figures such as Derrida, Serres, Simmel,
Cixous, Irigaray and Heidegger to argue for the relevance of the phenomenon of the gift to broader issuesin
contemporary social sciences. It takes up questions concerning the constitution of community and the
processes by which people are included in or excluded from it, gender relations, materiality, the economy,
and the possibility that death itself could be a gift, in the form of euthanasia or self-sacrifice.A rigorous yet
accessible examination of the phenomenon of the gift in relation to a range of contemporary concerns, The
Gift and its Paradoxes will appeal to scholars and students within sociology, philosophy, anthropology,
political theory and film and literature studies.
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From reader reviews:
Nick Jansen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will require this The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classica and
Contemporary Socia Theory).

Araceli Burns:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Gift and Its Paradoxes. Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical
and Contemporary Socia Theory) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Gift and Its Paradoxes. Beyond Mauss. by Olli
Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different asit. So, do
you continue to thinking The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and
Contemporary Social Theory) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Danid Hanson:

The book untitled The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and
Contemporary Social Theory) contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy
method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. Y ou can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their officia web-site
along with order it. Have anice go through.

Effie Steger:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and also book asto be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actualy The Gift and Its Paradoxes. Beyond Mauss. by



Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Socia Theory).
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