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The matriarch of a remarkable African American family, Sally Thomas went from being a slave on a tobacco
plantation to a "virtually free" slave who ran her own business and purchased one of her sons out of bondage.
In Search of the Promised Land offers a vivid portrait of the extended Thomas-Rapier family and of slave
life before the Civil War.
Based on personal letters and an autobiography by one of Thomas' sons, this remarkable piece of detective
work follows the family as they walk the boundary between slave and free, traveling across the country in
search of a "promised land" where African Americans would be treated with respect. Their record of these
journeys provides a vibrant picture of antebellum America, ranging from New Orleans to St. Louis to the
Overland Trail. The authors weave a compelling narrative that illuminates the larger themes of slavery and
freedom while examining the family's experiences with the California Gold Rush, Civil War battles, and
steamboat adventures. The documents show how the Thomas-Rapier kin bore witness to the full gamut of
slavery--from brutal punishment, runaways, and the breakup of slave families to miscegenation, insurrection
panics, and slave patrols. The book also exposes the hidden lives of "virtually free" slaves, who maintained
close relationships with whites, maneuvered within the system, and gained a large measure of autonomy.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in the
Old South (New Narratives in American History).

Anderson Austin:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book In Search of the Promised Land: A
Slave Family in the Old South (New Narratives in American History) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Denise Dennis:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this In Search of the Promised Land: A
Slave Family in the Old South (New Narratives in American History) book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Kenneth Vargas:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in the Old South (New Narratives in American
History) offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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