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A Guest for the Night (first published in 1939 as Germany invaded Poland) is Agnon's depiction of how all
modern movements aside from Zionism secularism, Haskalah, socialism, communism failed to provide a
viable alternative to traditional life. But, he is clear, even traditional life was untenable, because it all fell
apart from within before the first furnaces were ignited in Auschwitz. Even the Guest's well-intentioned
attempt to revivify and to re-engage the lost world of piety is also doomed. The Alte Heim, the old home, can
no longer exist it is a place where we can only be passing guests for the night. Therefore you can't go home
again, but not for the reasons that Thomas Wolfe suggests; rather, because home no longer exists. It has to be
rebuilt, but it can only be rebuilt in the Bayit Hadash, in the new home in the Land of Israel. This is Agnon's
greatest theme in the novel and, in differing ways, throughout his body of writing: The idea that modern
man, modern Jews, are alienated from their spiritual home. While we can't go home again, that doesn't mean
we can't move forward through conceiving of a new home although doing so comes with the great danger of
being caught in the disconnect between the old and the new, between what was and what might be.

Translated by Misha Louvish, with a new Foreword by Jeffrey Saks.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve A Guest for the Night will make you to be smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open
or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Manuel Thomas:

The actual book A Guest for the Night has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Carlos Wesley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Guest for the Night which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Ella Hodge:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book A Guest for the Night to make your current
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve A Guest for
the Night can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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