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The delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention blocked the establishment of Christianity as a national
religion. But they could not keep religion out of American politics. From the election of 1800, when
Federalist clergymen charged that deist Thomas Jefferson was unfit to lead a "Christian nation," to today,
when some Democrats want to embrace the so-called Religious Left in order to compete with the
Republicans and the Religious Right, religion has always been part of American politics. In Religion in
American Politics, Frank Lambert tells the fascinating story of the uneasy relations between religion and
politics from the founding to the twenty-first century.

Lambert examines how antebellum Protestant unity was challenged by sectionalism as both North and South
invoked religious justification; how Andrew Carnegie's "Gospel of Wealth" competed with the anticapitalist
"Social Gospel" during postwar industrialization; how the civil rights movement was perhaps the most
effective religious intervention in politics in American history; and how the alliance between the Republican
Party and the Religious Right has, in many ways, realized the founders' fears of religious-political electoral
coalitions. In these and other cases, Lambert shows that religion became sectarian and partisan whenever it
entered the political fray, and that religious agendas have always mixed with nonreligious ones.

Religion in American Politics brings rare historical perspective and insight to a subject that was just as
important--and controversial--in 1776 as it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Religion in American Politics: A Short History.

Linda Hupp:

The book Religion in American Politics: A Short History can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Religion in
American Politics: A Short History? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that
will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Religion in American Politics: A Short History has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Harry Duffey:

Precisely why? Because this Religion in American Politics: A Short History is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Lori Gonzales:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Religion in American Politics: A
Short History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Religion in American Politics: A Short History become your starter.
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