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What should we call the wild animals we spot from our windows? A surfeit of skunks? A dray of squirrels?
A patient watch of wildlife enthusiasts might even catch sight of a skulk of foxes or a scavenging sloth of
bears. The practice of inventing collective nouns for animals is an ancient pastime which derives from
medieval hunts, but the list has been augmented in every age—and it remains an entertaining pastime today.

A Barrel of Monkeys brings together more than one hundred collective nouns for animals, from a bloat of
hippopotamuses to a caravan of camels, a tower of giraffes, and a leap of leopards. The rivalry between male
rhinoceroses becomes especially apt when the rowdy ungulates are characterized as a crash of rhinos.  An
ambush of tigers is an apt characterization of the skillful hunters that silently stalk their prey. A blend of
wordplay, puns, and alliteration, some of the terms collected here are now commonplace, like a pride of
lions. Others aren’t heard much these days, but many—like a dazzle of zebras or a prickle of
porcupines—richly deserve a comeback.

With charming illustrations by the eighteenth-century artist and naturalist Thomas Bewick, A Barrel of
Monkeys is the perfect follow-up to A Conspiracy of Ravens, the Bodleian Library’s book of bird words. Not
even a crash of rhinos can stop readers from smiling at this second collection.
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From reader reviews:

James Gabriel:

This book untitled A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Corrina Sutton:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Evan Reyes:

This A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals is brand-new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount
of digest in reading this A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Katherine Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra A Barrel of Monkeys: A
Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals.
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