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Although nearly forgotten today, the prophetic writing of Wilhelm Friess was the most popular work of its
kind in Germany in the second half of the sixteenth century. While the author “Wilhelm Friess” was a
convenient fiction, his text had a long and remarkable history as it moved from the papal court in fourteenth-
century Avignon, to Antwerp under Habsburg oppression, to Nuremberg as it was still reeling from Lutheran
failures in the Schmalkaldic War, and then back to Antwerp at the outbreak of the Dutch revolt.

Dutch scholars have recognized that Frans Fraet was executed for printing a prognostication by Willem de
Vriese, but this prognostication was thought to be lost. A few scholars of sixteenth-century German
apocalypticism have briefly noted the prophecies of Wilhelm Friess but have not studied them in depth. The
Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess is the first to connect de Vriese and Friess, as well as
recognize the prophecy of Wilhelm Friess as an adaptation of a French version of theVademecum of
Johannes de Rupescissa, making these pamphlets by far the most widespread source for Rupescissa’s
apocalyptic thought in Reformation Germany. The book explains the connection between the first and
second prophecies of Wilhelm Friess and discovers the Calvinist context of the second prophecy and its
connection to Johann Fischart, one of the most important German writers of the time.

Jonathan Green provides a study of how textual history interacts with print history in early modern
pamphlets and proposes a model of how early modern prophecies were created and transmitted. The Strange
and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess makes important contributions to the study of early modern German
and Dutch literature, apocalypticism and confessionalization during the Reformation, and the history of
printing in the sixteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of
Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) can be excellent book
to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Vanessa McGinty:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Strange and Terrible
Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the
Early Modern World), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Mary Burnette:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Strange and Terrible
Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the
Early Modern World) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
may pick The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation
Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) become your own personal starter.

Steven Perez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm
Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World)



can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Strange and Terrible
Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the
Early Modern World).
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