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"A witty, engaging narrative style....[Robb's] approach is particularly engrossing."—New York Times
Book Review, front-page review

A narrative of exploration—full of strange landscapes and even stranger inhabitants—that explains the
enduring fascination of France. While Gustave Eiffel was changing the skyline of Paris, large parts of France
were still terra incognita. Even in the age of railways and newspapers, France was a land of ancient tribal
divisions, prehistoric communication networks, and pre-Christian beliefs. French itself was a minority
language.Graham Robb describes that unknown world in arresting narrative detail. He recounts the epic
journeys of mapmakers, scientists, soldiers, administrators, and intrepid tourists, of itinerant workers,
pilgrims, and herdsmen with their millions of migratory domestic animals. We learn how France was
explored, charted, and colonized, and how the imperial influence of Paris was gradually extended throughout
a kingdom of isolated towns and villages.The Discovery of France explains how the modern nation came to
be and how poorly understood that nation still is today. Above all, it shows how much of France—past and
present—remains to be discovered. A New York Times Notable Book, Publishers Weekly Best Book, Slate
Best Book, and Booklist Editor's Choice. 16 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Anna Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Discovery of
France: A Historical Geography that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography become your current starter.

Cameron Rodriquez:

This The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography is great e-book for you because the content and that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Discovery of France: A Historical Geography in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in
which?

Tammy Booker:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Discovery of France: A Historical
Geography is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Erika Yoon:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Discovery of France: A
Historical Geography has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually
are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.
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