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 The great-great-great-great granddaughter of Cornelius Vanderbilt takes a look at the decline of her
wealthy blue-blooded family in this irreverent and wickedly funny memoir

For generations the Burdens were one of the wealthiest families in New York, thanks to the inherited fortune
of Cornelius "The Commodore" Vanderbilt. By 1955, the year of Wendy's birth, the Burdens had become a
clan of overfunded, quirky and brainy, steadfastly chauvinistic, and ultimately doomed blue bloods on the
verge of financial and moral decline-and were rarely seen not holding a drink.

When her father commits suicide when Wendy is six, she and her brother are told nothing about it and are
shuffled off to school as if it were any other day. Subsequently, Wendy becomes obsessed with the macabre,
modeling herself after Wednesday Addams of the Addams family, and decides she wants to be a mortician
when she grows up. Just days after the funeral, her mother jets off to southern climes in search of the perfect
tan, and for the next three years, Wendy and her two brothers are raised mostly by a chain-smoking Scottish
nanny and the long suffering household staff at their grandparent's Fifth Avenue apartment. If you think
Eloise wreaked havoc at The Plaza you should see what Wendy and her brothers do in "Burdenland"-a world
where her grandfather is the president of the Museum of Modern Art; the walls are decorated with originals
of Klee, Kline, Mondrian, and Miro; and Rockefellers are regular dinner guests.

The spoiled life of the uber-rich that they live with their grandparents is in dark contrast to the life they live
with their mother, a brilliant Radcliffe grad and Daughter of the American Revolution, who deals with
having two men's suicides on her conscience by becoming skinnier, tanner, blonder, and more steeped in
bitter alcoholism with every passing year.

We watch Wendy's family unravel as she travels between Fifth Avenue, Virginia horse country, Mount
Desert Island in Maine, the Jupiter Island Club, London, and boarding school, coming through all of it
surprisingly intact. Rife with humor, heartbreak, family intrigue, and booze, Dead End Gene Pool offers a
glimpse into the eccentric excess of old money and gives truth to the old maxim: The rich are different.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Ron Lauer:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
even now thinking Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Edward Strode:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir.

Mary Perez:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir can make you feel more
interested to read.
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