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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book, Stephen Van Evera frames
five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a
first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay
one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions?false optimism?rarely occur today, but policymakers
often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many
modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases.
Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van
Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for
international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Abney:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Causes of War. Try to make the book Causes of
War as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Richard Broderick:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Causes of War why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Marie Slaughter:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Causes of War can give you a lot of
close friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Causes of War.

Diane McCarthy:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Causes of War was bright colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Causes of War has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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