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"The Lives They Left Behind is a deeply moving testament to the human side of mental illness, and of the
narrow margin which so often separates the sane from the mad. It is a remarkable portrait, too, of the life of a
psychiatric asylum--the sort of community in which, for better and for worse, hundreds of thousands of
people lived out their lives. Darby Penney and Peter Stastny's careful historical (almost archaeological) and
biographical reconstructions give us unique insight into these lives which would otherwise be lost and,
indeed, unimaginable to the rest of us."-Oliver Sacks, M.D., Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry,
Columbia University Medical Center, Columbia University Artist, and author of Musicophilia "The haunting
thing about the suitcase owners is that it's so easy to identify with them."-Newsweek "In their poignant detail
the items helped rescue these individuals from the dark sprawl of anonymity."-The New York Times "[The
authors] spent 10 years piecing together . . . the lives these patients lived before they were nightmarishly
stripped of their identities."-Newsday More than four hundred abandoned suitcases filled with patients'
belongings were found when Willard Psychiatric Center closed in 1995 after 125 years of operation. They
are skillfully examined here and compared to the written record to create a moving-and devastating-group
portrait of twentieth-century American psychiatric care.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

The book The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny,
Peter (2009) Paperback gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases
from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback to become your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Lives They Left Behind:
Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Sarah Stiles:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009)
Paperback the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Lives They
Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback giving
you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better
life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Michael Burr:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases
from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still hesitation The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by
Penney, Darby, Stastny, Peter (2009) Paperback as good book not merely by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



Charlie Attwood:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic by Penney, Darby, Stastny,
Peter (2009) Paperback this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why
this book appropriate all of you.
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