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The development of the first universities from the 12th century onwards, growing wealth and patronage in
certain cities, and above all the invention of printing and cheap paper, provided essential conditions for the
Renaissance. And it was in literature and scholarship that it began, in humanism, individualism and
scepticism and the rebirth of classical culture that loosened the Church's iron grip on visual art - Dante,
Boccaccio, Petrarch, even Chaucer playing an important role. Paul Johnson tells the story, in turn, of
Renaissance literature, sculpture, building and painting. Despite the critical importance of inventions outside
Italy - printing in Germany and oil painting in Holland - he locates the Renaissance firmly in Italy and in
Florence above all, between 1400 and 1560. He stresses the cultural enthusiasm of the city-state rulers such
as the Medici in Florence, the Visconti and Sforza in Milan, Montefeltro in Urbino, the Gonzaga in Mantua
and, not least, the Papacy in Rome. There are memorable sketches of the key figures - the frugal and
shockingly original Donatello, the intensely competitive Verrochio, the awesome Michelangelo, the delicacy
of Giovanni Bellini, the disorganised Leonardo, the affable and reliable Raphael. The final part of the book
charts the spread and decline of the Renaissance, as the Catholic Church repositioned itself to counter the
Reformation which the Renaissance had itself helped to produce.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

This The Renaissance book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Renaissance without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Renaissance can bring whenever you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
phone. This The Renaissance having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Curt Roepke:

This book untitled The Renaissance to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Carol Smith:

The e-book with title The Renaissance has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ricardo Hayward:

This The Renaissance is new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Renaissance can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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