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In this brilliant study, Thomas Pfau argues that the loss of foundational concepts in classical and medieval
Aristotelian philosophy caused a fateful separation between reason and will in European thought. Pfau traces
the evolution and eventual deterioration of key concepts of human agency—will, person, judgment,
action—from antiquity through Scholasticism and on to eighteenth-century moral theory and its critical
revision in the works of Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Featuring extended critical discussions of Aristotle,
Gnosticism, Augustine, Aquinas, Ockham, Hobbes, Shaftesbury, Mandeville, Hutcheson, Hume, Adam
Smith, and Coleridge, this study contends that the humanistic concepts these writers seek to elucidate acquire
meaning and significance only inasmuch as we are prepared positively to engage (rather than historicize)
their previous usages. Beginning with the rise of theological (and, eventually, secular) voluntarism, modern
thought appears increasingly reluctant and, in time, unable to engage the deep history of its own underlying
conceptions, thus leaving our understanding of the nature and function of humanistic inquiry increasingly
frayed and incoherent. One consequence of this shift is to leave the moral self-expression of intellectual
elites and ordinary citizens alike stunted, which in turn has fueled the widespread notion that moral and
ethical concerns are but a special branch of inquiry largely determined by opinion rather than dialogical
reasoning, judgment, and practice. A clear sign of this regression is the present crisis in the study of the
humanities, whose role is overwhelmingly conceived (and negatively appraised) in terms of scientific
theories, methods, and objectives. The ultimate casualty of this reductionism has been the very idea of
personhood and the disappearance of an adequate ethical language. Minding the Modern is not merely a
chapter in the history of ideas; it is a thorough phenomenological and metaphysical study of the roots of
today's predicaments.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions,
and Responsible Knowledge has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Minding the Modern: Human Agency,
Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Minding the Modern: Human Agency,
Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge. You never feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Gary Lewis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Minding the Modern: Human
Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge, you are able to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Armando Rodgers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and
Responsible Knowledge why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Joan Green:

This Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word
or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible



Knowledge in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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